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The sky is cloudy over 
Pine Cone Hill.

2



Jeff and Ann Tate live in 
the big blue house.
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In the yard of their big 
blue house, Jeff and Ann 
can see cats, dogs, cows, 
and goats.
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But these animals do 
not move. Mama makes 
them!
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“Here it is, Mama. Can 
you help?” Jeff pleads.
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“That is still a baby,” 
Mama says. “Let’s bring 
it to the house.”
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Mama takes care of the 
cat’s paw.
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She gives the cat some 
milk and lets her rest on 
a bed.
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Boom! 
Crash! 
Thud!
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“What is that?” 
Ann gasps.
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“Look at this mess!” 
Ann bursts out with her 
arms up.
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“Do you see that?” she 
says, looking at the 
toy box.

66



Two big green eyes peek 
out of Ann’s shirt.
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Jeff and Ann 
have a yard full 

of animals, but 
these animals can’t 

move or play—they’re part 
of Mama’s garden! One day while 
riding their bikes, the kids hear a funny 
sound that leads them to an exciting discovery. 
Could this be the real pet that they’ve been 
wanting? Join Ann and Jeff on Pine Cone Hill 
as they meet Messy, a cute little cat with a 
talent for making a big mess.
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